
 

 

January 11, 2018 
 
 
Dear MCPS Parents, 
 
I hope you and your family enjoyed a wonderful time of relaxation and togetherness with friends and 
family during the holiday season. It is hard to believe that we have entered 2018.  It seems that just a short 
while ago, we were welcoming your students to the start of the new school year.  The second semester 
will end January 24, and we will start the fast track towards the end of school. 
 
As we approach the middle of the school year, I would like to take a moment to thank you for the care 
and support you provide our students daily.  I appreciate all the ways you make MCPS a great place for 
teaching and learning.  Many of you volunteer in our schools, serve on countless committees, and give 
immeasurable time providing academic and emotional support to your children every day.  You are such 
an important part of their success. 
 
I have always said that strong schools have strong community support and we have three unbelievable 
programs I want to highlight.  Student, school and community leadership is very important and the 
programs below have been made possible due to our local business partners.  
 
Osbourn High School is participating in the Chick-fil-A Leader Academy.  Because of the tremendous 
generosity of Mr. George Snyder, owner of Chick-fil-A at Signal Hill, 30 OHS business students have 
been given the opportunity to participate in the program during the school year. The students learn tools 
to develop them into better leaders and participate in activities that encourage them to positively impact 
the community. 
 
Another program in its first semester is through CenterFuse Co-working space in Historic Manassas for 
Osbourn High School students taking entrepreneurship. The workforce development program is engaging 
60 of Osbourn’s students in ‘real world’ experiences with business leaders in the areas of finance, law, 
networking, marketing, time management and soft skills. Students will acquire authentic experiences to 
enrich their knowledge, a viable business plan and a focus for their future.  
 
A program that has been two years in the making is now being launched.  Our high school Youth  
Salute leadership program is supporting a new leadership program, Project LEAD (Lead, Engage  
& Demonstrate), at Metz Middle and Mayfield and Baldwin Intermediate. I look forward to seeing the 
project in action and I appreciate the collaboration with Radhika Bajaj and Laurie Rothenberg at 
Bookworm Central who were the creators and implementers of this project. More information will be 
coming from the school principals in the near future.    
 
These are just three of the many opportunities throughout the division that provide stronger connections 
for our students and those that mentor and assist them in obtaining the necessary skills for their success. 
 



As I close, I would like to invite you to join me for the next Saturday with the Superintendent, January 
27th at 10:00 am at Osbourn High School.  You are welcome to visit our Let’s Talk page on the MCPS 
website to share topics you would like to discuss with me during the session. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support.  I look forward to the many exciting things our students and 
staff will accomplish throughout the remainder of the school year. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Catherine B. Magouyrk, Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 


